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by § 380.3 of this chapter and need not
supply additional documentation of the
pre-filing collaborative process with its
application. The applicant will file
with the Commission the results of any
studies conducted or other documenta-
tion as directed by the Commission, ei-
ther on its own motion or in response
to a motion by a party to the pro-
ceeding.

(6) Pursuant to the procedures ap-
proved, the participants will set rea-
sonable deadlines requiring all re-
source agencies, Indian tribes, citizens’
groups, and interested entities to sub-
mit to the applicant requests for sci-
entific studies or alternative route
analyses during the pre-filing collabo-
rative process. Additional requests for
studies may be made to the Commis-
sion after the filing of the application
only for good cause shown.

(7) During the pre-filing collaborative
process the Commission may require
deadlines for the filing of preliminary
resource agency recommendations,
conditions, and comments, to be sub-
mitted in final form after the filing of
the application.

(f) If the potential applicant or any
resource agency, Indian tribe, citizens’
group, or other entity participating in
the pre-filing collaborative process can
show that it has cooperated in the
process but that a consensus sup-
porting the use of the pre-filing col-
laborative process no longer exists and
that continued use of that process
would not be productive, the partici-
pant may petition the Commission for
an order directing the use by the po-
tential applicant of appropriate proce-
dures to complete its pre-filing process.
No such request will be accepted for fil-
ing unless the participant submitting
it certifies that the request has been
served on all other participants. The
request must recommend specific pro-
cedures that are appropriate under the
circumstances.

(g) The Commission staff may par-
ticipate in the pre-filing collaborative
process (and in discussions contem-
plating initiating a collaboration) and
assist in the integration of this process
and the environmental review process
in any case. Commission staff positions
are not binding on the Commission.

(h) A potential applicant for gas fa-
cilities is not precluded by these regu-
lations from filing an application with
the Commission at any time, even if
the pre-filing collaborative process for
the proposed facilities has not been
completed.

[Order 608, 64 FR 51221, Sept. 22, 1999]

Subparts B–C [Reserved]

Subpart D—Exemption of Natural
Gas Service for Drilling, Test-
ing, or Purging from Certifi-
cate Requirements

AUTHORITY: Natural Gas Act, as amended,
15 U.S.C. 717 et. seq., Energy Supply and En-
vironmental Coordination Act, 15 U.S.C. 791
et. seq., Federal Energy Administration Act,
15 U.S.C. 761 et. seq., Natural Gas Policy Act
of 1978, Pub. L. 95–621, 92 Stat. 3350, Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act, Pub. L. 95–
91, E.O. 12009, 42 FR 46267.

§ 157.53 Testing.
(a) Construction and operation of fa-

cilities necessary to render direct nat-
ural gas service for use in the testing
and purging of new natural gas pipeline
facilities are exempted from the cer-
tificate requirements of section 7(c) of
the Natural Gas Act, when the con-
struction and operation of such facili-
ties are conducted in accordance with
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Operations undertaken to render
direct natural gas service shall be ter-
minated upon the completion of the
purging or testing of the pipeline fa-
cilities. Persons undertaking any con-
struction or operation of facilities or
service under this section shall file an
original and two copies of an annual
statement, by February 1 of each year,
describing their activities hereunder.

[43 FR 56544, Dec. 1, 1978, as amended at 60
FR 53065, Oct. 11, 1995]

Subpart E—Optional Certificate
and Abandonment Proce-
dures for Applications for New
Service Under Section 7 of the
Natural Gas Act

SOURCE: Order 436, 50 FR 42488, Oct. 18, 1985,
unless otherwise noted.
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